[Study of visual field and vigabatrin treatment in children].
Concentric visual field defects have been described in association with vigabatrin, a GABA mimetic antiepileptic agent. Few cases have been reported in children. A systematic ophthalmological examination was performed in 14 children treated with vigabatrin for seizures. A manual kinetic perimetry test (Goldmann) was done in 11 cases. The ERG was recorded in the 3 cases where perimetry could not be done. All children were asymptomatic. The mean age was 9.6 years. The mean duration of vigabatrin treatment was 41 months. The visual field was abnormal when central and peripheral fields were constricted. A visual field defect was discovered in 6 cases: 4 were severe, 2 were mild. When vigabatrin treatment was stopped, 1 case became worse, 1 case was slightly better, and 1 case remained stationary. A disturbed ERG was found in 3 children (depressed b-wave, raised a/b ratio). The visual field defects discovered in children treated with vigabatrin are similar to those described in adults. The incidence and progression of visual field constriction in children with and after vigabatrin treatment are not yet well known. Children treated with vigabatrin should therefore have systematic and regular ophthalmological perimetry, and ERG examinations.